
National Crokinole Association Tournament Tips
If you would like your tournament to be part of the NCA Tour, it will have to meet the following criteria, and be approved by the NCA Committee.

-  Tournament format must be approved
-  Quality tournament style boards should be used

-  Minimum of 20 players

-  NCA rules are used or modified rules that have been approved by the NCA are used.     

       These rules need to be clearly communicated to all participants before play begins.

-  NCA receives $5 per entry for all players

Other General Tips to help ensure a great event

It is in your best interest to have people pre-register.  This will help you determine how many tables, chairs and boards you need.  This will also help you attempt to set up scheduling, rotations, format, and set a time line for your tournament.

The easiest way to get quality boards at your tournament is to ask people to bring them along.  If this is the case, have them show up a little early.  Most players do not mind helping setting up tables and chairs to help out if necessary.  Also, a few will stick around to help you put things away.  

You will need score cards and pencils/pens, as well as rotation sheets if you are using them.  Also, a good supply of wax should be on hand. You will need a timing device for timing games and you should have some sort of container for 20’s.  You will also need to number your tables and groups to help people navigate between games.

Advertise your tournament as best you can and as early as possible.  More lead time gives more people to hear about your tournament and plan to attend before they commit to other things.  Local newspapers, crokinole websites, and internet want ad sites are good places to start.  When advertising be sure to give; clear contact information, a start time, proper and accurate location, registration details and prizes only if you choose to.
If your tournament is going to be held over or near a regular eating period, you will want to consider a food option.  Beverages should be provided (water at minimum).  You may want to have a scheduled snack/refreshment break at some point.

Be as organized as possible.  This will help players stay focused on playing and not getting distracted.  It will also give a good vibe about your tournament and people will come back if or when you have another tournament.

Before you start your tournament, make sure everyone is aware of the rules you are playing by, the format you are using, and the schedule of events that is to be followed as well as available prizes if possible.
We recommend that you have a plan to deal with people that need a bathroom break or have to attend to a matter while playing.  We suggest you set aside 5 min halfway break if there is a long schedule
The NCA will be using the following terms “round, game, match”

· Playing 8 discs = round

· Playing 4 rounds = game

· Playing best of X games = match

Always ask for feedback and/or suggestions (both good and bad) and make sure to thank everyone for attending your tournament.

